
Book Events for Your School
23rd to 27th March 2015 

We are very pleased to bring you the Schools Programme for the 2015 Stratford-upon-Avon  
Literary Festival, packed as usual with some fascinating authors, illustrators and events for you  
and your school to enjoy. We have a wonderful variety of sessions on offer for all age groups, 
including appearances by the Blue Peter Book of the Year award-winning author, Ali Sparkes,  
the young children’s author, Kathryn White, the hugely talented author/illustrator Simon James,  
and local historical fiction author, Helen Watts. We also have practical sessions and workshops, 
including storytelling and creative writing with Mary Evans and the chance to find out how  
to make comic-books with cartoonist Neill Cameron. 

Why you should get involved!
Encouraging a love of reading is central to the new 
English Programme of Study and, in future inspections, 
Ofsted will be looking for evidence of how reading for 
enjoyment is promoted throughout a school. Author 
visits can have a vital role to play. In a survey of teaching 
staff carried out by The Society of Authors, 99.4% of 
respondents considered events with authors to be an 
invaluable enrichment that encouraged reading for 
pleasure, wider reading and creative writing.

How much will it cost? 
Authors need to charge for events but 
we strive to keep events as affordable  
as possible. 

 Author events:  
£4 per pupil for groups of 40 or 
under. Discounts are available for 
larger groups.

 Small group workshops:  
£15 per pupil (half day)

‘Shottery Primary has participated in the Literary 
Festival for a number of years. Pupils have delighted 
in seeing and hearing stories brought alive by their 
authors and illustrators been enthralled by the 
workshops which have inspired them to experiment  
with similar techniques for themselves.’

Sarah Marshall
Headteacher | Shottery St Andrew’s CE Primary



Monday, 23 March
am & pm
Key Stages 1 & 2 Mary Evans’ 
Story Stew

Do you want to cook 
up some tasty tales? 
Do you need a recipe 
for satisfying stories? 
And do you want to 
avoid stories with 
soggy bottoms? If so, 

then author Mary Evans can show you 
how in her fun and interactive creative 
writing workshop, Story Stew. Using 
stories we know and love, as well as some 
of our own invention, Mary will leave you 

with an overflowing pot of story 
ideas. Mary is the author of 
bestselling comedy fantasy 
adventure Who Let the Gods 
Out? Story Stew has sold out 
at this year’s Hay, Imagine 
and Richmond-Upon-
Thames Literature Festivals 
and has inspired 
schoolchildren around UK 

primary schools with her unique 
approach to creative writing. 

www.maryevanswriter.com

Monday, 23 March
am & pm
Key Stage 2
Huw Powell

Put on your spacesuits, 
buckle up and let Huw 
Powell transport you 
to a high-energy world 
of space monsters, 
pirates, gadgets and 
intrigue. Spacejackers 

is the first in a brilliant new series starring 
young Jake Cutler, a boy 
searching the solar system 
for the truth about his 
past. Ideal for pupils 
aged 9 to 11 and for  
all fans of Star Wars 
and Pirates of the 
Caribbean. Huw will 
talk about his work,  
his characters and  
his storylines. 

www.spacejackers.com

Tuesday, 24 March
am & pm
Reception/Key Stage 1
Steven Lenton

When a truly terrifying 
sound wakes the 
whole kingdom, it 
takes clever Princess 
Daisy to realise that 
the culprit of this 
dreadful din is a 

dragon. But the three knights who answer 
her father’s call for a hero to capture  
the creature prove to be nothing but 
NINCOMPOOPS! Author and illustrator 
Steven Lenton shares his brand new 
picture book Princess Daisy 
and the Dragon and the 
Nincompoop Knights. Steven 
is also illustrator of the 
popular Shifty McGifty 
and Slippery Sam, written 
by Tracy Corderoy and 
featuring two hapless 
robber dogs who 
decide on a career 
change after one 
bungled burglary too 
many.

www.2dscrumptious.com

Tuesday, 24 March
am & pm
Key Stages 1 & 2
Neill Cameron

Learn the tricks of 
comic-book making  
in a fun and practical 
workshop with 
cartoonist and writer 
Neill Cameron, 
creator of the 

instructional How To Make Awesome 
Comics. Neill is currently artist  
in residence at The Story 
Museum and his work has 
appeared in the children’s 
weekly comic The Phoenix 
since 2011. Workshops are 
ideal for groups of up to 
30 children aged 6 to 12. 
Typical session duration: 
1.5 hours 

www.neillcameron.com

Wednesday, 25 March and 
Friday 27 March
am & pm
Reception/Key Stage 1
Sharon Hopwood

It’s story time! Join 
Sharon Hopwood for 
some storytelling and 
fun, practical activities 
linked to her books. 
Sessions are ideally 
suited for groups of 

up to 25 and can be matched to specific 
age groups. Pupils aged 4 to 5 can explore 
personal hygiene linked to the storybook 
Is Your Daddy a Goblin? while pupils 
aged 5 to 7 will enjoy hearing about 
Connor’s capers in the seasonal rhyming 
books The Welly That Wouldn’t Come Off 
and Surprise.

www.hopwoodtoons.com

Wednesday, 25 March
am & pm
Key Stages 2, 3 and 4
Helen Watts

Sometimes the best 
story ideas are to be 
found where you least 
expect them. Local 
author Helen Watts 
reveals the inspiration 
for her latest history 

mystery novel No Stone Unturned, set in 
Wilmcote and Stratford-upon-Avon, and 
explains how the story of her Carnegie-
nominated novel One Day In Oradour 
began on a goat farm 
in rural France. In this 
fascinating insight into 
the world of historical 
fiction, Helen will also 
talk about her short 
story collection, The 
Ghost of the Trenches, 
and explore why 
storytelling is so 
important in times of 
war. Helen’s sessions can be tailored to 
suit pupils from aged 8 upwards. 

www.helenwattsauthor.com

Thursday, 26 March
am & pm
,Key Stages 1 & 2
Simon James

Simon James is one 
of the country’s 
leading author/
illustrators. His 
touching picture book 
Leon and Bob won the 
Smarties 

Book Prize Silver Award and 
was the New York Times Best 
Illustrated Book of the, 
Year. Meanwhile his book 
Baby Brains, featuring the 
world’s brainiest baby, 
won the Picture Book 
Prize and was the 
overall winner in at the 
Red House Children’s 
Book Award. At the 
festival, Simon will delight 
dinosaur fans by talking about his new 
paperback version of Rex, a touching story 
about a young T-rex looking for a dad. 

www.simonjamesbooks.com

Thursday, 26 March
am & pm
Key Stage 2
Tanya Landman

Take one stupendous 
superhero, add some 
spectacular flying 
sequences then mix 
with a murderous 
Ninja kitten and  
you have all the 

ingredients you need for one of Sam 
Swann’s Movie Mysteries. Author Tanya 
Landman takes you behind the scenes  
for a fun backstage glimpse at life on the 
movie set. She will talk about the latest 
title Attack of the Blobs!!! and explain how 
having a famous uncle inspired the first 
book in the series Zombie Dawn!!! Ideal 
for age 8 and over. 

www.tanyalandman.com

Advance copies of authors’ books 
We will send you a copy of the latest book by  
your chosen author and information about them  
so that you can plan ahead and make the most  
of your session. 

Book signings and sales 
Authors need to sell books and we find that, once 
pupils have listened to an author, they are keen to 
buy a signed copy! These will be available to buy 
at every event and supplied by Waterstones. Please 
advise your students prior to the event to bring 
money to buy books on the day. We will let you know 
prices when we know which author you have booked. 

To Book
Events are on a first 

come first served  
basis. Please call  

01789 470185 to 
book your session.



Friday, 27 March
am & pm
Reception/Key Stage 1
Kathryn White

Are you sitting 
comfortably? Then 
let’s begin. Kathryn 
White will tell two of 
her delightful picture 
book stories, Ruby’s 
School Walk and 

Ruby’s Sleepover, before inviting her 
audience to get busy making masks and 
sharing camping ideas based on the 
books. Perfect for children aged 4 to 7. 

www.kathrynwhite.net

Friday, 27 March
am & pm
Key Stages 2 & 3
Ali Sparkes

Ali Sparkes says 
that she grew up 
adoring adventure 
stories about kids  
who mess about in the 
woods. Today she is 
inspiring whole new 

generations with her own adventure 
stories, including the double Blue Peter 
award-winning Frozen in Time and her 
books Shapeshifter, Out of this World, 
Dark Summer and Destination Earth.  
A superb chance to meet Ali and find out 
how she became an author. Ali’s sessions 
are ideal for Year 3 upwards and she  
can provide either a large 
group talk which includes 
some fun and games 
(unlimited numbers)  
or a writing workshop  
for up to 60 pupils.

www.alisparkes.com

Workshop  
for Teachers
Linda Newbery:
Inspiring Children  
to Write Creatively

Wednesday,  
23 March
4.15pm - FREE

Following the 
success of last year’s 
workshop, we’ve 
organised another, 
this time with the 
award-winning 
author, Linda 

Newbery. A former teacher, Linda has 
written for children of all ages, and her 
books have been shortlisted for all the 
major awards. In 2006 she won the Costs 
Children’s Book Prize with Set in Stone. 
In a workshop called Never Mind The 
Plot, Linda will help you to escape the 
tyranny of the ‘beginning, middle and 
end’ formula and give you valuable 
insights into how to stimulate freedom 
and enjoyment in writing.  
Ideal for teachers at all  
KS levels.

To Book
Events are on a first come first served basis.  

Please call 01789 470185 to book your session.

Supported by:

Our new website inspiring teenagers  
to post reviews and vlogs of books,  
films and music they have discovered.
Designed to encourage critical analysis, the site is moderated 
and there’s a chance for them to win review tickets and get 
exclusive discounts.

TheReADFeeD.oRgRF.


